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Laundromat Library Offers Books for All Age Readers
By DENISE HERSCHEL

There are many Laundromat
Libraries across the country,
aimed at exposing under-served
preschoolers to literacy and now
the first one in Monmouth
County has opened in Bradley
Beach.

The laundromat is a place that
many families go each week, not
requiring identification or a
library card. And, most recently,
Bradley Beach Laundromat, 615
Park Place Ave. was chosen as a
Laundromat Library giving kids
books to call their own. As the
only Laundromat Library in
Monmouth County, owners
Victor and Ursula Ayers are
thrilled that their local borough
laundromat was selected.

"We purchased the laundromat
in April 2021. We were
approached by Abigail Daly,
executive/founder from Bridge of
Books Foundation. This organi-
zation focuses on building com-
munity-based reading programs
for preschoolers, and a library,
sponsored by the foundation
through a grant from the
Burlington Foundation, has
recently been installed in our
laundromat," Ursula said.

She said a customer initially
approached her about the pro-
gram.

“Once our interest was estab-
lished, we met with Abby Daly
and later organized a meeting
with various community mem-
bers, Alison Zylinski from
Bradley Beach Elementary
School, Cynthia Becker from
Bradley Beach Library and the
Bradley Beach Business
Community Alliance,” she said.

The library was installed in
October 2023 and new books are
received each month through the
grant.

"The program is geared toward
preschoolers but we have books
for all ages," she said. "Anyone
can come in and use the library.
Simply take a book home."

Ursula said the Bradley Beach
Laundromat was chosen because
of their location, large customer
base and cleanliness.

"It is a library based in a laun-
dromat. Rather than be a 'lending
library' we give books away. It is
a great concept aimed at exposing
under-served preschoolers to lit-
eracy. We have hours that extend
beyond those at the local library,"
Ursula said.

For more information about the
Laundromat Library contact
Victor Ayers at
vnayers@yahoo.com.

Coaster Photo
Pictured at the Laundromat
Library in Bradley Beach are
(from left seated) Ursula Ayers,
Reed Pisani and Sophia Ayers.
Standing are Victor Ayers,
Abigail Daly, Mayor Larry Fox
and Jackie Jankewicz from the
Bradley Beach Alliance.

Coaster Photo
Ursula Ayers organizes books
at the Laundromat Library



Bradley Beach Borough
Attorney Greg Cannon has con-
firmed that Police Chief Leonard
Guida has been placed on paid
administrative leave.

At the Borough Council meet-

ing Dec. 6, a resident asked
Mayor Larry Fox about Guida's
current status.

"That's a personnel matter that
we do not discuss," Fox replied.

When the resident pressed for

more details, the borough attor-
ney Greg Cannon said, We can
tell you that the chief is currently
on paid administrative leave and
we will provide no further infor-
mation on a personnel matter.”

A Tinton Falls woman has been
criminally charged with organiz-
ing an online fundraiser for a
Florida man severely injured in a
car accident late last year and
then stealing the more than
$15,000 she raised, Monmouth
County Prosecutor Raymond S.
Santiago said this week.

Nicole C. Weidelman, 46, is
charged with third-degree theft
by deception. 

An investigation led by Tinton
Falls Police Department
Detective William Rodriguez
revealed that in November 2022,
the intended fundraiser recipient
was involved in a serious motor

vehicle collision on I-95 in
Florida. The recovery from the
incident proved lengthy and cost-
ly, reportedly involving more
than a dozen surgeries, a month
and a half in the hospital, and the
loss of an arm, necessitating a
prosthetic. 

The investigation revealed that
Weidelman contacted the man’s
mother, a longtime family friend,
and offered to set up an online
fundraiser to assist with the
expenses incurred from the med-
ical bills. But after raising slight-
ly more than $15,000, Weidelman
transferred the entirety of the
raised sum into her own personal

account via more than two dozen
transactions, then provided
numerous false explanations to
the victims over the course of the
next several months, before the
theft was reported to authorities. 

Weidelman was arrested and
charged last week. 

This case is being prosecuted
by Assistant Prosecutor
Lawrence Nelsen, Director of the
MCPO Financial Crimes and
Public Corruption Bureau.
Information about Weidelman’s
legal representation was not
immediately available. 
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Tinton Falls Woman Charged With
Stealng $15,000 From Fundraiser
Meant for Severly Injured Motorist

Bradley Beach Police Chief Placed
On Paid Administrative Leave
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Laundromat Library
Reed Pisani and Sophia Ayers are pictured at the
Laundromat Library in Bradley Beach.

Coastlines
The New Jersey minimum

wage will go to $15 an hour
in January, and Gov. Phil
Murphy says he’s open to
increasing it further. “I won-
der whether or not we should-
n’t be taking this higher,” he
said on NPR.

* * * *
1990 claims the honor of

being the best year for holi-
day films, marked by the
iconic release of “Home
Alone.”

* * * *
According to a survey

America’s favorite Christmas
cookies are frosted sugar
cookies at 32 percent, ginger-
bread at 12 percent and
chocolate chip at 11 percent.
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Avon Elementary School students enjoyed tasting some of the hot chocolate from
the fifth graders "Hot Chocos" business recently as they learned about how small
businesses operate.
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Primose apartments in Ocean Township held a gourmet dinner with all the trim-
mings to celebrate New Year’s Eve. The party was organized by Phyllis Troy, Karla
Cusano, JoAnn Manzo and Debbie Veritas pictured.
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At the opening of the library at the Bradley Bleach Laundromat were (from left)
Abigail Daly, Sophia Ayers, Victor Ayers and Ursula Ayers.
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Santa Claus came out to check up on holiday shoppers at the Shop with a Cop event
with Tinton Falls police officers at the Jersey Shore Premium Outlets in Tinton Falls
in December.
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